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Northants

21 Somerford Road, Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 5EY

MG Owner s¢

Club Secretary: Stuart Simons

Telephone: 01933 674655
Mobile: 07834 631080

Committee contacts:

Club Secretary Stuart Simons 01933 674655 secretary@mgnorthants.org
Treasurer Michael Port 01933 224019 treasurer@mgnorthants.org
More Graffiti Editor Stuart Simons 01933 674655 newsletter@mgnorthants.org
Membership Michael Port 01933 224019 membership@mgnorthants.org
Regalia ValArnold 01604 647704 regalia@mgnorthants.org
Events (Blue Book) lan Keeling & Jo Tibbs 01327 311116 bluebook@mgnorthants.org
Equipment Mary Medhurst 01536 711002 equipment@mgnorthants.org
Committee Member Tony Reading tony@mgnorthants.org
Committee Member Penny Reading penny@mgnorthants.org
Committee Member Ed Scott ed@mgnorthants.org
Deadline for the next issue:
All submissions for the next issue X&tolulaf reeaacchh ntome hedi t
Whil st every effort wildl be mAdree t®t & Ifcil midye rmdtl appedar est
space is |imited, may only bdopeblGrahédtin the online verl
We are always pleased to accept membersodé6 photographs for
Front Cover: Benedict Cumberbatch, the face of the MG G
Copyright E 2016 Northants MG Ownersd Club Al | rights acki
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What 6s on?

Hereds a |list of whatds happening this and nex!

Nort hants MGOC members.
Pl ease donodt f algueet B o000 kcohielc kme entei ngs f or details and i
event or wish to propose youano@®hehpeeasadgéfThenSeoodst!
details such as convoy starts, etc. if nc

April 2016 onwards

Overstone Manpr

13th |JApr Club Meetinlg Ecton Lane, S/weI’
From 8. 00pm

241t h Dri-vte Day

Avi ator Hot el ,
24t h SUNDAY MEET Sywell Aerodrfome
From 12 noon

Looking a

Overstone Manpr

11th May Club Meetinlg Ecton Lane, Shwel
From 8. 00pm

22nd MayROSE OF THE S|$leRESIivetueaBookdlet ai

Avi ator Hot el ,
SUNDAY MEET Sywel |l Aerodrfome

29th From 12 noon
(subject to chanc
Keep your eyes out for mor e e\
Bl ue Book or contact Il an o]
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SERVICE YOUR OWN MG

Servicing your own MG can be as much fun as driving it and you will have the satisfaction
of knowing you have done the job well. Club Service Kits contain all the necessary components
at a fraction of the retail price and are tailored to suit MGB and Midget models.

£3.36
B OFF RRP =

o

REDUCED MGF/TF
WASHER JETS

Over time the washer jets on a MGF or
MGTF can become blocked with debris,
impairing forward driving vision.
Clearing the jets with an airline can
sometimes shift a blockage, but where
this is not the case they should be
renewed. MGOC Spares stock genuine
original replacement washer jets (part
number DJN000380) reduced this month
to only £5.95 each, representing a huge
saving off the X Part RRP of £9.31. To
order call MGOC Spares on 01954 230928
or visit www.mgocspares.co.uk

Kits comprise all that is necessary to carry out a full 12,000 mile service, even
down to the correctly specified Castrol Classic XL20w/50 engine oil,

Components include:

Spark plugs, Distributor points, Condenser, Fuel filter (8 models),
Fan belt, Air filters (optional), Rocker cover gasket, Oil breather cap,
Oil filter, 1 galion of Castrol Classic XL20w/50 engine oil, and 125mi SU
Carb oil.

Priced at £45.95 without air filters or £49.95 with air filters with FREE
standard UK Mainland Delivery, to order telephone MGOC Spares on

01954 230928 or visit www.mgocspares.co.uk

CORROSION \
RESISTANT
MGB FUEL
TANKS

MGOC Spares stocks great value,

top quality reproduction MGB fuel tanks produced in Canada by Spectra Premium
Industries. Designed to last, Spectra tanks are manufactured from NiTeme material, achieving
enhanced interior and exterior corrosion resistance and should be considered superior to
other mild steel alternatives. MGB tanks are offered this month with FREE standard UK
mainland delivery worth £8.45.

Tanks are supplied complete with locking sender ring and seal, priced at £99.95.

To order call MGOC Spares on 01954 230928 or visit www.mgocspares.co.uk

MGTF UPPER SUSPENSION LINK

Front and rear upper suspension arms are integral
. to the MGTFs suspension, locating the dampers to
the axle and sub frame.
Excessive play at the wheels, loss of handling
precision and a distinct knocking sound
can indicate an issue with the suspension
arms typically resulting from insufficient
lubrication of the front arms during servicing
or in the case of the rear arms, deterioration
of the metalastic sub frame bush.
MGOC Spares is holding new old stocks
(NOS) of original MG Motor upper suspension
arms supplied complete with damper pins
priced as follows:

RBJ000840/850 Arm Assy Top MGTF Front
£99.95 each SAVING 30% OFF RRP

RGDO00920/930 Arm Assy Top MGTF Rear
£89.95 each  SAVING 30% OFF RRP

To order telephone MGOC Spares on 01954 230928
or visit www.mgocspares.co.uk




Road -aanxd t he 40

Questions are constantly being asked
class vehicles:

i Wh at vehicles it
] How do you apply
1 Wi | | it continue?

appl
for

1 To answer the third one question f

It was announced (in the published d
whereas previously, the 40 year exem
year, the exemptio will, from April
exemptaisonit was years ago with the 265
No, it wonot revert to 25 y/ o vehicl
1 Now, what vehicles does it apply t
From 1st Apr i | b2uOkletf, o raen y3 vethi@d ee mber
eligible for reclassification to fHi
next April, vehicles built bet ween 1
also gaadi $9g on.

I have del i berbauticesltyt hhiisg hdamng hhtaevde an e
regi stered | ater (after all, cars te
being sold back then).

The di fprh ecwilmegy biusi | d dat e!
Fortunately for us MG owner s, this i
records have been preserved and ar e
British Motor Museum) and details of
cheapest way was to purchase a datin
acceptabl e. Il nstead Weui mage @eartcihfaisc
A42.00. This canwhe. e meottemkitme. . wioa u
Unfortunately, only the |l ater certif
suitable so, i f you have one of t he
anot her

1 How do yvou apply:

According to the DVLA (and this work


http://www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk

your document s, including your vehic
Heritage Certi-tiakata Ciofoyneédded as w
VED issuing Post Office. Fill the V5
Classo to change to fAHistorico and a
V5 for sending for update, checks ot
you a receipt for AO0. 0O0-Stionpd resw t(loe
be)

One or two words of caution here Ha
di scussing this over the past coupl e
foll owing:

I f your pride and joy is currently S
Aprilc,anyaopipl y f or taxt ihnasadvoancee on o
I f the tax isndédt due and you want to
the 1st of April rule still applies.
t ax afntyerb change the classification
mont h, you wil |l | ose a mont h!

Be prepared for a AYou candét do that
ask the counter clerk to check as th
above proviso). They will suddenly f

n tofthat 1 sgmdt éihead
you are armed with a
a bit of a grey are
e |l egislation as we
e d of sending st
eritage Certi
h conflict reg
p, [ hope the ¢
omatic envelope

—~ I

One final footnot e:

I believe with the change from annua
they have closed the unintended | oop
are able teaedilsexltawendmwhi te/silver o
cars built after 31st December 1975,
plates. More on that if my research

Ssufwm



Rose of the Slu
Sunday,

22nd May

Only £22 per car. Booking forms available from
www.mgnorthants.org or by telephone 01933 674655

Yes, it wono6ét be long until the 2016 RO:s
Running a week earlier than recent year:
wi || once again start at the Ol d Gr amme
finish once more at the Nene Valley Rai
the same route).

We are hopeful that the near 70 mile ro
this year, making up for the persistent
run.

As al ways, we need Abodies on the groun
the days and weeks before the event so
year . Of cour se, that doesnodt preclude
the run

i ck up anBleBa ol cbrorgnoftra»mourheweb
rm but please consider helping

Stu Slmo



WARNING SIGNS

FOR SAFETY CRITICAL PARTS ALWAYS The most s
Look out for these tell-tale signs that parts of your vehicle’s most safety QU':IT.-ITY C ritical . S
critical systems need replacing. If you experience any of these I n a vehic
warning signs while driving, don’t ignore them! When it comes to i i
safety, don't compromise, avoid these issues by always fitting quality i nclsu deee. ri
replacement safety critical parts. suspensi1 or
brakes. |If
: devel ops v
STEERING any of the
SAFETY CRITICAL PARTS: within the
TRACK ROD END INNER TIE ROD Clicking noises Sidepul.lwhen Uneven brake pad Sys t ems t h
ANTI ROLL BAR DROP LINK i S g b need to be
WHEEL BEARING 7 spotted es
= @ @ prevent fu
= S damage anc
Vibrations during S when  Heavi when turning _mo re
constant speeds turning steering wheel I mportant |

keep the v
‘ safe to dr

SAFETY CRITICAL PARTS:

| COIL SPRING | WISHBONES | Car nose dips Oil leaking from Poor handling in Her e i s an
when braking shock absorber corners . .
| SHOCK ABSORBER | info grap hi

smoser Unes s ionts) ([ help spot
' ‘ ! @)) of the war
signs that
Steering wheel Poor ride quality  Poor traction (Skidding / S a f e t y cr |
vibrations on rough surfaces Wheel spinning) p ar t nee d S
repl alcfi nyga
— experience

BRAKES BRI @

— SRR OT these_vv
SAFETY CRITICAL PARTS: Bl et . 3 igns whi :j
onger stopping quealing when neven

BRAKE PAD BRAKE DISC Ml brafiig e wear ariving,

BRAKE DRUM BRAKE SHOE I gnor e t he

HANDBRAKE CABLE Wh e n it CO

BRAKE WEAR SENSOR to safet Yy,
i compr omi s e

A utosess”e. ot Vibrating brake Pulling_when Over/under sensitive

"CAR PARTS & ACGESSORIES 5553 pedal braking brake pedal




WANTED

Tombola Prizes for the
Rose of the Shires

As the event looms closer, we are
needing to ensure we have a good
array of prizes for the tombola held at
the event start.

We have some donations already but
are looking for plenty more.

If you are able to donate something
that would appeal to potential ticket
buyers, can you please hand them
either to Michael Port or Stuart Simons

at a coming meeting.

Thanks.
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The Mini was t h

Bur st ub

As a classic car enthusiast who prefers

his favourite hobby whenever possible, I

the phrase, Awhy donét you justé?0o from

i mpatient as they wait for me to finish

enough, 0 completed hours earlier, and wo

for the soci al engagement that |1 &d&m now o

every case, I respond with the wise word

any parent or school teacher) and expl ai
i t. o

think it is

common within

classic car en

community, tha

drawn so many

what is often

affectionately

uite simply,

Mini.o | say

he original M

ani festation

l'ightly more

teration of t

hat any chall

ing the right

ve back in ti

Back in 2%55 dst wd all of Europeds oil s u

Canal. While being sohurdreadtmethera wiodig h

Egyptian territory would ordinarily seem

European powers were comforted by the fa

France exerted a tremendous amount of <co

and over the Suez Canal Company, which o
in 1869.

This comfort, however, ended abruptly in

Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez

Eur opferainendl y Suez Canal-o€omenp aamaydtopehat e

Canal Authority. Britain and France reac

the majority of Europeds oil supply by |j

attempt to remove President Nasser from
Canal
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Whil e what would become
Suez Crisis was wultimat
most i mportant devel opm

our purposes (and wil!|
to the subject of <c¢cl ass
Egypt i mposed an oil em
invading nations. I'n re
and the quickly skyrock
Britain, much as they d
instituted a system of
each motorist was | imit
gall ons of petrol each
Due to the newly i mpose
resulting desire for mo
of transportation, sale
could squeeze over fort
of fuel, l'i ke the Peel
took off. While incredi
their size and use of m
these microcars could o

occupants, were quite noisy, incredibly

under powered ride that few car enthusi as

Enter BMC President Leonard Lord, who be

truly needed a small, fuel efficient car

foreign oil, this car should be fa prope

carso that he felt should be driven foff

bel i ef, Lord instructed Sir Alec |l ssigon

economical, yet be able to seat four peo

dri ve The results of this i-MisnarucanddnAuw

Seven Though it took a bit of a diversi

above, the original Mini was

born from a so o —

aggressive ver

Afanything that

worth doing ri

Whil e Lord abs

right attitude

tremendous amo

ingenuity on |

make his bossb

directive a re

greatest chall

Il ssigonis face




out a way to comfortably seat four peopl
greater than ten feet | ong, but had to c¢
|l east six feet long. The manner in which
restrictions was truly innovative and ha
At this time, mo s t
whedtive and utiliz
l ongi tmoiumaleldy engi r
transmission at the
arrangement require
of space, which was
|l ssigonis simply di
responded to this c
turning the traditd.i
head and making- t he
whedtive car that h
transvmosret ¢gd engin
nose. Mor eover, i n
the width of the car down, | ssigonis dev
in that it sat underneath the engine and
two shared a common source of oil for 1lu
eliminated the need for a transmission t
passenger compartment, but also helped N
incredibly valuable at thi-whéédimeve Tdeste
transversely mounted engine, and this wun
entire drivetrain to occupy a mere two f
that | ssigonis could devote a whopping e
entirely to the passenger compartment.
Which is exactly what | ssi-gori bodyddbygi g
el iminated the traditional Athirdo box f
l uggage space, |l ssigonis dove into the m
possible cubic inch of storage space he
hinge for the boot |lid at the bottom of
open so that the tiny car could manage t
items. Additionally, he convincednbbnl op
wheels for the car, simultaneously minim
intruded into the passenger compartment,
top speed of 72.4mph, which exceeded, ye
mandates, this one being that his fAprope
|l ssigonis, again in the name of increase
alongside each of the four passenger sea
to eschew tr-apgiwimmhaws wimdf avour of slid
doors were too thin to accommodate both
and a-dwiwmd wi ndow. | ssigonis went with th
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